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Table 1  Nominal chemical composition of Al-Zn-Mg-(Zr)-

(Er) alloy

Alloy Zn Mg Zr Er Al

ω/% 4.4 2.4 0.25 - Bal

1

at% 1.86 2.73 0.08 - Bal

ω/% 4.4 2.4 - 0.4 Bal

2

at% 1.87 2.74 - 0.07 Bal

ω/% 4.4 2.4 0.13 0.35 Bal

3

at% 1.86 2.73 0.04 0.06 Bal
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� 1  W%���TY%DEF�� 

Fig.1  Optical micrographs of as-cast ingots: (a) Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg-0.25Zr, (b) Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg-0.4Er, 

and (c) Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg-0.13Zr-0.35Er 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� 2  W%�����TY%DEF(L-S�) 

Fig.2  Optical micrographs of alloys treated by solid solution at 475 �: (a) Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg-0.25Zr, (b) Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg-0.4Er, 

and (c) Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg-0.13Zr-0.35Er 
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� 3  W%� T6����TYlMEF(L-S�) 

Fig.3  Optical micrographs of alloys after T6 heat treatment (L-S): (a) Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg-0.25Zr, (b) Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg-0.4Er, 

and (c) Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg-0.13Zr-0.35Er 
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Table 2  Hardness, tensile properties, resistivity and stress intensity factor of Al-Zn-Mg alloy 
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1 70.8 10.7 79.2  475.8  433.3  9.6  51.71  7.13 

2 69.8 4.0 75.3  377.2  317.6  13.6  47.25  10.59 

3 71.0 13.0 79.3  476.2  429.5  8.8  48.47  12.50 
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Fig.4  Curves of stress corrosion crack growth rate υs stress 

intensity factor of Al-Zn-Mg alloys 
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Effects of Trace Zr and Er on Microstructure and Properties of Al-Zn-Mg Alloys 

 

Huang Lanping, Chen Kanghua, Li Song 

(State Key Laboratory for Powder Metallurgy, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China) 

 

Abstract: Effects of trace Zr and Er additions on microstructures and mechanical properties of Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg alloys (mass fraction, 

similarly hereinafter) were investigated by testing hardness, tensile property, resistivity, and stress corrosion cracking resistance and 

observing metallographic microstructure of the alloy. The results show that the grain refining effect of Zr addition alone for the alloy is 

better than that of Er addition alone or Zr-Er co-addition. However the Zr-Er co-addition can obviously inhibit recrystallization behavior 

of the alloys. The Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg alloy with Zr-Er co-addition has nearly equal mechanical properties to that with Zr addition alone, 

while has better stress-corrosion cracking resistance than that with Zr or Er addition alone. The alloys with Zr-Er co-addition possess the 

optimum combination properties. Zr-Er co-addition can improve the stress-corrosion cracking resistance of the Al-4.4Zn-2.4Mg alloy, 

which is indirectly realized by the fibrous microstructure obtained from inhibiting recrystallization.  

Key words: Al-Zn-Mg-(Zr)-(Er) alloy; microstructure; mechanical property; stress corrosion cracking resistance 
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