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Table 1  Chemical composition of CP-Zr (ω/%) 

Fe+Cr C N H O Zr 

�0.2 �0.05 �0.025 �0.005 �0.16 Bal. 
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Fig.1  Specimen geometry of the commercially pure Zr: 

(a) tensile specimen and (b) fatigue specimen 
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Fig.2  Microstructures of the commercially pure Zr with coarse- 

grained (a) and ultrafine-grained (b) 
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Table 2  Mechanical properties of CG Zr and UFG Zr 

Material σ

0.2

/MPa σ

b

/MPa A/% Z/% 

CG Zr 245.0 341.0 35.7 53.0 

UFG Zr 711.5 729.5 13.0 47.5 
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Fig.3  S-N curves of CG Zr and UFG Zr at room temperature 
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Table 3  Basquin equation parameters for S-N curves of CG Zr and UFG Zr 

ANOVA 

Material σ

f

′/MPa b R Reduced Chi-Sqr Adj. R-Square 

F Value Prob>F 

CG Zr 278 –0.03 0.8923 29.99895 0.85633 3332.54977 1.14508×10

-5

 

UFG Zr 750 –0.06 0.9847 64.12133 0.97965 5032.47984 6.17287×10
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Fig.4  Typical morphologies of fatigue fracture surfaces of CG Zr (σ

max

=208 MPa, N

f

 = 24 600 cycles) (a, b) and UFG Zr (σ

max

=391 MPa, 

N

f

 = 44 600 cycles) (c, d) in the whole fracture (a, c) and crack initiation regions (b, d) 
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Fig.5  Typical morphologies of fatigue fracture surfaces of CG Zr (σ

max

=208 MPa, N

f 

= 24 600 cycles) (a, b) and UFG Zr (σ

max

=391 MPa, 

N

f 

= 44 600 cycles) (c, d) in the quasi-steady crack propagation region 
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Fig.6  Typical morphologies of fatigue fracture surfaces of CG Zr 

(σ

max

=208 MPa, N

f

=24 600 cycles) (a) and UFG Zr (σ

max

= 

391 MPa, N

f

 = 44 600 cycles) (b) in the fast fracture regions 
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High-Cycle Fatigue Behavior of the Ultrafine-Grained Commercially 

Pure Zirconium by ECAP+RS Process 
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Abstract: Ultrafine-grained commercially pure Zr (UFG Zr) was fabricated by equal channel angular pressing (ECAP) coupled with 

subsequent rotary swaging (RS). The tensile properties and fatigue behavior of the commercially pure Zr with ultrafine-grained 

microstructure were investigated, and the results were compared with those of the commercially pure Zr with coarse-grained counterpart. 

Fracture surfaces were examined to study the fatigue fracture failure mechanism using SEM. The result shows that the ultimate tensile 

strength of UFG Zr is obviously higher than that of the coarse-grained Zr (CG Zr) at room temperature, while the CG Zr exhibits a higher 

fracture elongation. The fatigue life of UFG Zr is significant higher than that of CG Zr. The relationship between the applied stress (σ

a

) and 

cycles to failure (N

f

) is determined as: σ

a

=750N

f

 -0.06

. The conditional fatigue limit of UFG Zr is about 285 MPa, which is improved by 70% 

compared with that of CG Zr. The fractography analysis reveals that fatigue cracks mainly initiate from the surface of the UFG Zr 

specimen. The spacing of the fatigue striations of UFG Zr is smaller than that of CG Zr, which indicates that the crack propagation rate of 

UFG Zr is lower than that of CG Zr. 

Key words: ultrafine grained pure zirconium (UFG pure Zr); high-cycle fatigue (HCF); fatigue life; fatigue fractography  
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